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COEEESPONDENCE OF JUDGE TUCKEE.* 

From George E. Boswell. 

Petersburg, V a , January 31 st , 1833. 
Dear Sir 

Before we parted, according to your request, I promised that 
if, in the settlement of Batte's business, I thought you could 
assist, I should let you know. The old man still promises fair, 
and speaks of you with much affection, and I really believe if 
there is a human being on earth who can bring him to a sense of 
justice, it is yourself. 

Edward Batte, his youngest son, has gone to the South, and 
is not expected back until the latter end of March or the 1 st of 
April ; whether this circumstance will aid in a settlement or not, 
an experiment only can determine. My father thinks it will be 
best to see the Father before the son returns, as he might prevent 
a settlement. Now whether had you best see him, alone, or do 
you think I had better be with you ? If you think the last be so 
good as to name the time that would best suit your convenience, 
and the place at which I shall meet you. 

My Father & Mother send their best respects to you, and 
would be gratified to see you in Petersburg. Can you not make 
it convenient to spend some time with us while in V\ Nothing 
would afford us more pleasure. 

I received a letter from Batte dated Jany. the 9 th . I think, 
from his tone, he expects but little from his father. All's well, 
and the cattle refuse to eat Prarie Hay, a perfect contrast with 

* These letters are culled from the correspondence of Judge Nathaniel 
Beverley Tucker, who was professor of law at William and Mary, and 
a strong believer in the doctrine of States Rights, carrying it to the 
extreme of nullification. In 1836, he published a work called the 
Partisan Leader, in which he predicted that the centralizing influence 
of the Federal Government must eventuate in war. Mr. Tucker had a 
wide correspondence with many of the leading statesmen of the Union, 
who eagerly sought the assistance of his powerful pen. He was the 
half brother of John Randolph. Judge Tucker was son of Judge St. 
George Tucker and Frances Bland. He was born Sept. 6, 1784, and 
died Aug. 26, 1851. After graduating at William and Mary, he moved 
to Missouri, where he was a circuit judge. He returned to Virginia, 
and was elected professor of law in William and Mary in 1834, filling 
the position till his death. 
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their conduct last Winter. He says nothing about Politics. The 
good Eepublicans of '98 steadily contend that their principles 
are unchanged, and yet Hurra for Jackson, and are prepared to 
gulp down all the monstrous absurdities of the Ultra Federal 
Proclamation ; this without one single exception, so far as I can 
learn. Of course I am in a Hornets' nest. Advance what argu- 
ment I may. Jackson's a Eepublican. Hurra for Jackson's the 
reply. Now these are nock'emdown arguments, Death Blows to 
Democratic Eepublicanism. I have just heard that Mr. Ban- 
dolph is the favorite candidate for the Senate. I sincerely hope 
he will be elected. How is he ? May he live to fight many of the 
battles of Liberty. She will need such a champion. Please 
write by return of mail. God bless you. 

Yr. obdt Sv', Geo. E. Boswell. 

Have you got over the fatigue of yr journey ? Have you heard 
from home ? How are they all ? Yon were right and I wrong 
about the check. 

From Mark Alexander. 
Washington, Wednesday night, Feb. 6, 1833. 
Dear sir, 

I recv* 1 your letter of Tuesday night to-day, & herein enclose 
the Morphine desired. The wafer, as well as the one of a pre- 
vious date, has the appearance of being slit, & pressed together 
again. In all communications from you or Mr. Eandolph, it 
may be well to apply the sealing wax, which Ae always does. My 

last letter to Mr. E had not time to reach him, I presume, 

before you wrote. 

The N. Y. Standard enclosed, will give you the report of its 
legislative committee on the proclamation, &c, pretty much after 
the style of our Gen. assembly, where each party can take as 
much as suits his own side. It is inferred here from it, that 
V. B. is not exactly prepared to join in with Webster & Co. I 
suppose he takes his cue from Eitchie, by denouncing nullifica- 
tion, while he professes great devotion to the principles of — 98, 
& swears lustily that they mean no such thing. Even Mr. Stev- 
enson has come out to aid the Pres* in his views, which I pre- 
sume will place his mission abroad beyond all doubt. He even 
doubts whether the withdrawal of a majority of the Senators & 
delegates by the States would disturb the action of the gov*. 
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When such men set up themselves as expounders of the consti- 
tution, and whose names are to be appealed to as authority, I 
think it high time for the greatness of Virginia to go down. 

It is now believed the enforcement bill in the Senate will get 
through. Clay, in all probability, will separate himself from 
Webster; if so, his influence will be thrown with the South, & 
thereby defeat it. Forsythe will probably be the only man South, 
on this side the Mississippi, who will go it. 

With my respects to Mr. E- , I remain, 

Yr Obt Svt, M. Alexander. 

B. Tucker, Esq r . 

From Thomas H. Benton.* 

Washington, Feby. 11, 1833. 
Sir, 

Your letter of the 4 th , with the manuscript copy of Mr. Ean- 
dolph's resolutions, arrived yesterday, the latter the more ac- 
ceptable because interlined in his own hand. I could not concur 
in some of the doctrines of the Proclamation, but considering 

President Jackson as the only barrier against the B. U. S. 

the only barrier against the new invaders of the public lands, — 
and the best hope for the reduction of the revenues to the wants 
of the government, I could not see the policy which should 
induce me to express opinions otherwise than in the votes which 
the progress of the South Carolina Bills should make it my duty 
to give. 

Your letter is received in the spirit in which it is written ; but 
I cannot see any advantage in entering the field now for state 
rights. They are in the Caudine Forks, led there by the madness 
of S. C. nullification. The mass of the people think the Union 
is attacked, and that the Proclamation is to save it; and that 
brief view is decisive with them. My part is a much humbler one 
than you would assign me. I am waiting, and watching, for an 
opportunity to quit the arena, and in the mean time, neither to 
take up a new political burthen, nor to do anything to injure or 
disparage that half of the Union to which I belong, whether 
united or divided. 

* United States Senator from 1821 to 1851. He studied law at Wil- 
liam and Mary under St. George Tucker. His father was Col. Jesse 
Benton, of Tennessee, and his mother, Ann Gooeh, of Virginia. 
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The -resolutions of Mr. E. are an evidence of what I have 
always said that his light would shine to the last, and that the 
reasons which should induce others to retire from public service, 
do not apply to him. He ought to be here now. "One blast 
upon his bugle horn is worth a thousand men." 

I have the honor to be, Sir, 

Yours respectfully, Thomas H. Benton. 

From Duff Green.* 

Washington, 24 th Oct., 1833. 
Dear Sir 

I am much gratified at the receipt of your favor of the 21 st . 
You will find it in the Telegraph of to-day. I will send you any 
notice of it which I may deem worth your notice. You deal 
with A. Jackson, Bsqr., as he deserves. No man cares less for 
truth, & he has so long practised with impunity, that he grows 
bolder as he grows older. 

I received a letter from you, by the hands of a friend, request- 
ing me to enclose to you a copy of the resolutions prepared at my 
request. I had given them to a gentleman of Virginia who has 
just returned them to me, and I neglected writing because your 
letter came to hand during my absence from home some months 
after its date, & I did not know where to address you until now. 
I will reserve the resolutions until I have the pleasure of seeing 
you here, as (you) speak of coming up in a few days. 

I am anxious to see you, as there is much for you to do, and 
much that no one else can do as well. Do you intend to remain 
in Virginia ? and would you be willing to prepare a new edition 
of your father's Blackstone ? We must begin to work in earnest, 
and at the root. We must learn our young lawyers to be Ameri- 
cans, & I want an American's edition of Blackstone. 

Your friend, Duff Green. 

* Duff Green was descended from the Greens of Culpeper county, Va. 
He was born in Kentucky Aug. 15, 1791; died Dalton, Ga., June 10, 
1875. He was a States Eights man, and from 1825 to 1829 he edited a 
paper opposed to the administration of John Quincy Adams. Then he 
supported Jackson in the United States Telegraph, of which he was 
editor, but when President Jackson took strong national ground, he 
opposed him. 
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From Duff Greek. 

Washington, 9 th Nov., 1833. 
Dear Sir 

I have your favor of yesterday, and you will see it in the Tele- 
graph of to-day. I received your former favor just as I was on 
the eve of leaving home for New York, and was mortified to 
find that my letter written on the moment in reply to yours was 
not sent. I now send it, and a copy of the resolutions which 
you were kind enough to prepare. I supposed that I had the 
original, but find it but a copy. The original is, I presume, in 
the possession of Mr. Carter Beverly. I am gratified to find yon 
in the field; the harvest is truly great, and the laborers few. 
Can't Virginia be brought up to the mark? Can't you promote 
the organization of state right associations upon the plan sug- 
gested in the resolutions enclosed? If a movement could be 
made in Pred s now, it would act upon the entire south. I hope 
that something will be done to unite and harmonize the south. 
What say you to the preparation of a series of articles to be pub- 
lished in Eitchie's paper, vindicating the course of the south, 
and calling upon the south to unite in resisting the Gov' Candi- 
date? If you can find leisure to throw your usual force into 
them, they could not fail to produce great good, if copied into 
all state rights papers of the south. I am gratified to find that 
the doctrine of state rights is daily gaining strength in the 
North, & that as they look up, the prejudices against their ad- 
vocates give place to a decided preference. I find in my late 
visit to New York that parties are rapidly falling back on their 
old elements, and that there is a fixed determination to prevent 
the success of the heir apparent or rather the "Pretender." 

I don't believe that Clay's party will abandon the idea of his 
being a candidate, until public opinion in the south shall de- 
cidedly indicate the favorite of that section, and that they will 
then prefer to take the southern candidate to any other. In the 
mean time, it is all-important for us to hold such a relation to 
all the candidates as to combine the influence of all in support 
of the great principles for which we are contending. If it is 
understood that the South will not bestow their vote on any but 
a decided state rights man, then all the candidates will be state 
rights men. If we waver between the candidates, then all the 
candidates will be for the northern interest. Thus our fate is in 
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our own hand. We can make the next President, and what is 
more important, we can make him a thorough-going state rights 
republican. But there is no hope without an early, vigorous & 
decided organization. Your resolutions give a good basis, and 
I should suppose that you have the material in Fredgh. Frank 
Key has gone to Alabama, it is said to bring suits of forcible 
-entry & detainer against some of the most respectable sellers 
under a hope of quieting the Alabama discontents. He is an 
adroit manager, but I doubt his fitness for such a mission, altho 
I have no secret instructions to the. ... I received your let- 
ter. . . . after its date that. . . . you. I hope to. 
(Name obliterated, but the handwriting is Gen. Duff Green's.) 

From H. St. George Tucker. 

Eichmond, Jany. 20, 1833. 
My Very Dear Beverley 

I was truly surprised last night to find a letter from you dated 
at Boanoke. As your visit to Virginia was postponed to so late 
a period in the winter I did not expect you would have been able 
to accomplish the journey. You came up the river, I presume, 
which the mild weather has still left open, though as usual your 
letter tells me as little as possible about yourself. Pray write 
me immediately as to your movements, and when I shall see you 
here. If "I were not chained I would be with you. I need not 
say how anxious I am to meet you again after such a separation. 
Evelina and Virginia are with me, and join me in impatience to 
see you. Yet do not hurry from our poor brother, whose suffer- 
ings and solitude are the subjects of sad reflection to me every 
moment. Your society I hope will recruit him ; for your buoy- 
ancy I am sure has not left you. You will do him more good 
than all the doctors. I still look to the gratification of seeing 
him at some time this winter or Spring when the business of 
the Court permits, and the roads can be passed with ordinary 
celerity. At present any short interval I might have would be 
more than filled by the Journey from here to Charlotte. Tell 
Turn I congratulate him heartily on his good fortune in having 
you with him so soon after Mr. Bryan left him, and hope he will 
nave some other Godsend until I can get to him. 

Your gloomy presages are, I fear, too well founded, but I am 
very much afraid that we have different views of the causes of 
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the present dangerous crisis, and of the course it has rendered in- 
evitable. About the tariff we should not differ, as to Carolina 
we certainly should, if your opinions, suggested in a letter 18 
months since, are unchanged. Her course has been, I conceive, 
ill advised, rash and unjustifiable; and "if we dream on till we 
wake in blood," hers will be the blame. With respects to the 
President's course, it has not coincided entirely with my views. 
The sending of troops to Carolina I entirely disapproved as 
precipitate. It were better that half a dozen cargoes were lost 
& paid for out of the treasury than any pretext should be afforded 
for the levying of war by S°. Carolina. She ought to have been 
warned, but she ought also to have been left to the operation of 
the law until her outbreakihgs had rendered submission to her 
dictates or enforcement of the law inevitable. In carrying the 
law into effect the president but obeys his oath & the Constitu- 
tion. He has not right in the present state of things to say the 
law is unconstitutional. Every state, indeed, as party to the 
compact, has a right to impugn the motion which led to it. But 
the judiciary cannot, nor can the executive officer who is called 
on to execute its judgments ; for if he could, he would in effect 
exercise a veto which would never have been contemplated, and 
which could not be controlled by the constitutional vote of two- 
thirds. 

Wo, my dear Beverly, the fault is not in the Execution of the 
law ; the fault is in the rash and ill advised course of Carolina, 
on the one hand, & of that constitution on the other, which we 
have been taught to consider as "the most stupendous monument 
of human wisdom." That constitution has made no provision 
for the case of a state who opposes the law, different from those 
which apply to the opposition of a rabble or the insurrection of a 
mob. Both are permitted to rest upon the same general pro- 
vision that it shall be the duty of the president to see the laws 
faithfully executed; and thus the Executive branch of the gov- 
ernment, which cannot declare a foreign war, is visited with the 
power and clothed with the duty of enforcing a law resisted by a 
state, thus it lights, the torch of discord, & spreads the flame of 
civil war throughout the land. Here is the fault & this the error. 
This a convention only could correct. Carolina should have 
proposed a general convention by resolution of the Legislature. 
She should now withdraw her ordinances & propose it. Our 
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legislature should have proposed it. If refused by the North, 
it may then indeed become a question of the greatest importance 
whether the grievances complained of will justify & require a 
Southern convention. Should the Southern States themselves 
object to such a measure, then Carolina must see that she stands 
alone, and she will then have to decide what will be her ulterior 
course. If Carolina or any other State should, by a decided vote 
of her people, declare that she can no longer live in peace and 
prosperity with us, I for one would not object to her Secession; 
though as to ourselves, I do not see clearly enough what is in the 
womb of time to induce me to say that we ought to follow her 
example. 

My dear brother, I am conscious how unamiable it is to devote 
my sheet to political views, when it should have been filled with 
congratulations on your return & with welcomes to your native 
state, & to the brothers of your childhood. But the present 
events are of thrilling interest, & they are painfully so, when we 
reflect that on speculative points like these even brethren may 
differ. Should it so be found, let our lips be sealed, and let the 
pen alone convey our persuasions, our arguments, our remon- 
strances. God bless you & our dear, dear brother. 

Yours most affect y , H. S*. G. Tucker.* 

From H. St. George Tucker. 

Eichmond, Jany 24, 1833. 
My Dear Beverley 

I received the enclosed last night, and after reading it over 
several times, I determined to sleep upon it before I did any- 
thing with it. Eeflection has confirmed the first suggestion of 
my mind, that it would be best to return it to you with an 
earnest request to reconsider it, and to put it to your calm good 
sense whether it is advisable to throw before the public at this 
moment such an appeal. We are standing here upon a Volcano. 
Materials are collected which are ready to Explode, and I am 

* Henry St. George Tucker was brother of Judge Nathaniel Beverley 
Tucker. Born in Williamsburg, Va., Dec. 29, 1780, educated at William 
and Mary College. He filled many offices, and at this time was President 
of the Supreme Court of Virginia ; died August 28, 1848. 
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sure you cannot be willing to furnish the Spark or to desire me 
to apply it. 

As to S° Carolina, if she is to be permitted, without opposition, 
to arrest the operation of the laws, and to declare Charleston a 
free port, the government is a farce. New York may next do so 
with her two-thirds of the import. If she so resists that the 
civil authority cannot sustain itself, then we must either permit 
her to do as she* pleases or compel her to obey the laws. Between 
these alterations I at least cannot hesitate as long as she remains 
in the union.* I am no nullifier; yet I should be in effect a 
nullifier if I should assent to her nullification, or give effect to it 
by folding my arms while she sets the laws at defiance, though 
she claims to be one of the confederacy. 

I rejoice to hear my brother is riding out. Eemember me to 
him Most affectionately. 

Yours faithfully & affect y , H. S*. G. Tucker. 

Prom William C. Prestok. 

Washington City. 
My Dear Sir : 

Don't suppose that I am unthankful for your letter of the 
14th because it is fourteen days to-day since it was written. It 
came to me when I was suffering the premonitory pains of par- 
turition of a speech on fortifications, a monstrous birth for me. 
It so happened that my position on the military committee makes 
the opposition look to me for such details as might serve to 
correct when necessary the statements of the department or of 
that ruffian Humbug Benton, who is our chairman. As was to 
be expected, we had a passage at arms in the Senate, of which 
you may have seen by the papers. His words were not insulting 
to me, but his manner was evasive, brutish and disgusting. Thus 
I have been greatly engaged. The latitudinarianism of the as- 
cendant party, as impersonated in Benton, is corrupting the 

* Judge Henry St. George Tucker believed in the right of secession* 
His brother Beverley, in nullification as well as secession. When the 
Whjg party was formed, Judge Beverley Tucker joined that party to 
defeat the Democrats. Like most Southern Whigs, he was a Whig be- 
cause the Democratic party was not States Rights enough. Judge 
Henry St. George Tucker continued a Democrat. 
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manners, morals and institutions of the country. It is but of 
late that I have shared in the despondency which you say op- 
presses you. The men here, I fear, have not seized upon power 
either by fraud or violence; they have not taken advantage of 
fortuitous convenience of circumstances to elevate themselves, 
contrary to the wishes or settled purposes of the people, but are, 
I begin to apprehend, but exponents of the time, necessary re- 
sults — not bruises upon the surface from external causes, but 
plague spots from the mortal diseases of the body politic. Hence 
in Washington City we are incapable of good, & potent only for 
evil. Is the vis medicatrix destroyed in the people? This can 
be ascertained only by such appeals as you more than any other 
man I know can make to them. Your position, too, is pecu- 
liarly fit for it. The temple here has been consecrated. The 
expounders of the law have lost their authority. The people 
will listen only to a voice from the wilderness, and we have 
already had experience how much yours is listened to now amidst 
the wildest uproar of political strife ; much more will it be heard 
in the death-like silence which is gathering around us. I beg, 
therefore, that you would hasten to speak, and in the way you 
may think fit. I will, with much pleasure, be the agent between 
you and the Press. The publication can be made here in New 
York as in the South, and all that I can attend to. Please send 
me the specimens you speak of. If my opinion were of the 
slightest consequence, you should have it frankly. 

What would you think of a small book "The Times," divided 
into short and pithy chapters after the manner of the Spirit of 
Laws, short, epigrammatic & brilliant. "New Morals & Politics" 
would afford an opportunity for a philosophical disposition made 
piquant by personal allusions. The degradation of Va. is in- 
effable. She has expunged her history. In her actual position 
there is no safety for the South — what can we do with her ? The 
South united might save itself, but the South united might save 
the country. The postulate demanded for a Southern confed- 
eracy makes a Southern confederacy unnecessary. Our condition 
is awkward & dangerous to the last degree. In the mean time 
our whole counsel & conduct is marked by division. Tyler goes 
home, properly, I think. Leigh stays. Calhoun demands the, 
question of reception upon the abolition petitions. Clay thinks 
that congress has supreme jurisdiction over slavery in the dis- 
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trict. Maryland nominates Harrison, Virginia White, and so 
following. 

I shall expect your sheets in patience. I am, My Dear Sir, 
Y r Obt Svt, Wit C. Preston.* 

W. C. Preston, TJ. S. Senate. Feby. 28, 1836. 

Prom William C. Preston. 

Washington City. 
My Dear Sir. 

All's safe — the whole came — Green is off into unknown space, 
and until his reappearance I can do nothing. He is expected 
hourly. The Telegraph it is supposed will pass into the charge 
of Cralle, a sensible, but somewhat prosing editor; but it will 
be better than at present, for the paper is like a pasture with the 
fence down, into which all the beasts of the neighborhood go. 
I think it of great importance to bring out the Partizan at once. 
It will have its effect, tho I think the party is about to hoist by 
its own petard; it is, however, but charity to help them. The 
surplus revenue, the wars, and the currency, and above all the 
ruffianism of Benton, are embarrassing them. Then the great 
question of Texas. There are manifest symptoms of split, but 
the full effect will not be known until Van. comes in, and come 
in he will. I will write you as soon as Green comes. In the 
mean time, I am, D r Sir, 

Y r obt svt, Wm. C. Preston. 

5th June, 1836. 

Prom Gen. Duff Green. 

Washington, 9th Sept., 1837. 
Dear Sir 

You will have seen that the message has taken the most de- 
cided ground on the proposition to separate the Gov* from the 
Banks. This was more than I expected, & seems the work of an 

* William C. Preston was son of Hon. Francis Preston, of Virginia, 
and Sarah, daughter of Col. William Campbell, the hero of King's Moun- 
tain, and Sarah Henry, sister of Patrick Henry. Born 27 Dec, 1794; 
died in Columbia, S. C, May 22, 1860. United States Senator from 
South Carolina from 1836 to 1842. He was considered one of the very 
first orators in the Senate. 
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overruling Providence, who uses man to accomplish his ends, in 
ways that are inscrutable. 

I do not believe that Van is sincere. I am confident he ex- 
pected to be voted down, and that the ultimate purpose was a 
consolidation and centralization of the monied power by a com- 
promise on Biddle's Bank. 

The divorce of the Banks & State cuts off one great, yea the 
greatest, source of executive power, and enlists all the monied 
interests in aid of a system of rigid economy & accountability. 
It brings back the party to the ground upon which we set out in 
1824, and which was betrayed by Jackson in his proclamation. 
Can we go with the Nationals for a National Bank ? If we do, 
is not the power of the Bank made permanent, and will it not 
give to the North an absolute control over our labor? The mes- 
sage came back to the ground on which I stood in 1829, when I 
presented in the Telegraph the same views, & I cannot now make 
war upon them, because I have no confidence in the persons who 
are coerced to sustain them. I would prefer to do my duty, and 
hold them responsible for any act of bad faith that they may 
hereafter commit. 

The effect of the message and the measure it recommends is 
to sustain the South, because it will divert commerce into its 
natural channels, and thus render the South politically, as well 
as commercially, independent of the North. I wish to commu- 
nicate with Prof. Dew * and Judge Upshur, but do not know 
where to address. Do me the favor, if you can do so, to make 
them acquainted with my views. I feel the difficulty of main- 
taining my position. It is rendered more difficult by the de- 
fection of the Whigs, and the abiding jealousy & animosity of 
the administration, but I am resolved that while my little bark 
keeps afloat it shall bear the flag of the South & of constitu- 
tional liberty nailed to the mast. 

I beg you to look at the Reformer. It will in a few days state 
our position with precision. We go for the divorce, and against 
a U. S. Bank, and especially against Biddle's Bank, and I am 
glad to say that these views are approved by Mr. Calhoun. 

Your friend, Dufe Green. 

(To be Contmued.) 

* Thomas R. Dew, President of William and Mary College. Mr. 
Dew was an influential writer on economic questions. 



